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A Decipherment of Yelu Changyun’ s Epitaph
in Qitan Large Characters

Liu Fengzhu and Wang Yunlong

Summary

In August of 2000, from the village of Dayingzi in the Township of Xiaowujiazi of the
District Yuanbaoshan, Chifeng City, Inner Mongolia, unearthed were an epitaph of Yelu

- Changyun scripted in Qitan large characters and that of Mrs. Yelu Changyun with maiden

name Xiao scripted in Chinese characters. Lady Xiao was responsible for the establishment

of a temple named Jinan Shi. Among the unearthed there was also a stele commemorating

- the latter event with a title “Stele for the Establishment of Jingan Shi by Lady Xiao from

Lanlingjun of Dahengzhang, Daliao” . The two epitaphs together with the stele form an in-

tegral set of language data valuable in deciphering texts written in Qitan large characters.

Additionally, they also represent some important raw historic data crucial for gaining deep-
er insight towards the history of the Liao dynasty. This article resolves the first four lines of
Lord Yelu’ s epitaph and the name of the Greater Qitan nation. It also makes out the offi-
cial titles of Lord Yelu’ s ancestors and the life of the Lord himself. It figures out the lo-
cation of Yi Zhou, Ta Zhou and Jingan Shi. From the newly deciphered Qitan large char-
acters in this study, a reconstruction of phonetic values for an additional one hundred and
eighty some Qitan large characters are made. A tabulation of updated reconstructed pho-
netic values of Qitan large characters is appended. Also appended are transcriptions 6f the
full text and a photograph of the hand-rubbed copy of the epitaph.
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